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intellectually, is largely the product of the British Connection,
and that no greater disservice could be done to India than
for that connection to be rudely or suddenly dissolved, and also
the fact that the political thought of India is firmly, but quite
naturally, determined to see India become responsible for the
management of her own affairs. If Great Britain can realize
that the India with which she deals to-day is not the India
of yesterday any more than it will be the India of to-morrow,
and if those who speak for India, be they British-Indian or
representative of the Indian States, will realize, as Mr, Gandhi
was willing to do in the agreement he made with me, that safe-
guards or adjustments for particular purposes or periods, are
essential if India is to progress and prosper, I do not believe
that wise men should find it beyond their power to reach agree-
ment. But I would earnestly appeal both to Great Britain and
India not to meet each other as those who are engaged in a grim
struggle to retain or acquire power, in which the success of the
one implies the failure of the other. The interests of both parties
are far too closely engaged for such an analogy to be of
the smallest value, except to the extremists in both camps,
who, thinking in terms of war, are not likely to prove the
best pioneers of peace. Let both approach it rather in the
posture of confederates in a great and noble undertaking,
concerned only to work together in the building of a house
where East and West may meet, and which shall with-
stand all the winds and storms that from any quarter may
beat it."

In listening to such words, one's mind travels involuntarily
back to Lord Ripon and one remembers a speech made by him
in Dublin on February 3, 1888, concerning, it is true, Bot
India, but Ireland, a speech as applicable however to India
to-day, as it was to the Ireland of his own generation. "The
friendship of the two Peoples is the safety of both," Lord
Ripon had declared and closing his speech he pleaded for